
 
Dear Spearhead Family and Staff, 
  
I will not try to ease into the purpose of this letter – given the current Covid 19 public health 
crisis it is now clear that we will be unable to offer camp this summer.  These are extraordinary 
days and the situation is ever-changing.  The uncertainty about what the conditions will be in the 
weeks ahead, the current mitigation guidelines from our Governor and other leaders, and the lack 
of the necessary personal protection equipment our staff need all make this necessary.  
 
There is no way around the disappointment this brings and I will not attempt to lessen its impact 
on each individual whether camper, parent, or staff member. I know, but also cannot fully 
understand, the challenge our families face in telling their camper. We have a similar feeling 
making this announcement to our staff. 
  
Several of our campers have attended Camp Spearhead every summer since the beginning – all 
52 summer seasons! Some campers “finally” have reached the age of 8 when they can come to 
Camp for the first time. Our staff members too were excited about the Spearhead Experience – 
many for the first time. For me, the Spearhead summer season has been an integral part of my 
life for 35 summers. We all share in the disappointment.   
  
We were looking forward to welcoming our 2020 staff to Camp to prepare for the summer 
season.  There is something very special about the beginning of each summer season. You may 
be familiar with a shortened version of our mission – to provide an environment of unconditional 
acceptance for children and adults with special needs. The fuller version includes the words 
“to create and maintain an environment of unconditional acceptance.” To create and maintain 
points to the fact that each succeeding summer is a mix of both new beginnings and a 
continuation of what has been. It is an incredible privilege for us to observe a group of 60 young 
people from around the country join together united around a singular mission inspired by our 
campers. We will miss this very much. 
  
Announcing the cancellation of something so vital and so looked-forward-to is painful. We find 
comfort in the realization that we are in this together and that you – whether a camper family or 
staff member – value the spirit and service of Camp Spearhead deeply. We are grateful for you 
and eagerly look forward to Summer 2021 when we can once again be together AT CAMP!   
  
With developments changing so rapidly we won’t announce any specific future plans but please 
know that while each of us safeguards our own family’s health and safety and while we monitor 
the larger health crisis and observe developments, we will be as creative and imaginative as we 
can be to quickly but safely provide our campers an environment of unconditional acceptance. 
  
As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have questions, ideas, or simply want 
to talk to someone during these unusual days of being physically distanced – we remain as close 
as ever by phone (864) 467-3398 or email (campspearhead@greenvillecounty.org)!  
  
  
Until we can be together again,  
Randy Murr  
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